PHIL 2501A

Philosophy of Mind
Fall Term 2009, Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:05-11:25
Azrieli Theatre 301
Instructor Heidi Lene Maibom

Department of Philosophy
Paterson Hall 3A39
613 - 520 3825
heidi_maibom(@carleton.ca
Office hours Thursday 11:30-12:30 or by appointment
Teaching Assistant  Tim Bowie: tbowie@connect.carleton.ca

Course Description: This course provides an introduction to core issues in the philosophy of mind.
Primarily we will discuss the metaphysics of mind. Is the mind special compared to the rest of the
physical world? And if so what is it that makes it special? Is it reason, consciousness, or perhaps
intentionality? Or is the mind just an especially intricate part of the body.

Course Aim: To impart basic knowledge of the central debates in the philosophy of mind, particularly
the metaphysics of mind, an ability to discuss the issues intelligently in writing, and an appreciation of the
structure of philosophical argumentation and methodology in this field.

Course Requirements: 2 short papers (2 pages), 1 medium-length paper (3-4 pages), and a final exam.
The final exam will cover the entire term, and will consist of a combination of multiple choice questions,
short answers, and longer answers. Page length is given assuming 12 pt. font Times New Roman or
equivalent size w. 1-inch margins all around, and single-spaced.

Readings

(1) David J. Chalmers: (Ed.) Philosophy of Mind: Classical and Contemporary Readings. New Y ork:
Oxford University Press 2002.

(2) http://www.nytimes.com/2006/02/05/weekinreview/05carey.html? r=1&scp=10&sq=love+in+the+
brain&st=nyt

(3) Gilbert Harman: ‘The intrinsic quality of experience’. Philosophical Perspectives, 4, (1990).

Paper Submission

Submit your essays using WebCT. Essays are due before midnight on the day they are due.

Late essays will be penalized. One point will be subtracted per day late, including weekend days. Always
keep a copy of your essay. It is department policy that it is every student’s responsibility to keep a copy of
each essay submitted to a philosophy course.

Evaluation

Your papers should be free of grammatical and spelling errors (points will be deducted for this). This can
partly be accomplished by using the spelling function of Word, but only partly. Your language should be
clear and easy to read. Always give yourself enough time to leave the paper for at least one day before
you need to submit it, so you can re-read it and correct it if necessary. This helps you spot errors that you
would not otherwise discover. Most importantly, it allows you to see whether what you write makes sense
and whether it is comprehensible to other people. If you cannot make sense of it some time after writing
it, you need to rewrite. Obscure phrasing is not an alternative to not understanding the relevant ideas or
arguments.
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Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course are encouraged to contact
the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary
forms. After registering with the Centre, make an appointment to meet with me in order to discuss your
needs at least two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam. This will allow for
sufficient time to process your request.

Class Schedule:

10 Sep.
15 Sep.
17 Sep.
22 Sep.
24 Sep.
29 Sep.

1 Oct.
6 Oct.
8 Oct.
13 Oct.
15 Oct.
20 Oct
22 Oct.
27 Oct.
29 Oct.
3 Nov.
5 Nov.
10 Nov.
12 Nov.
17 Nov.
19 Nov.
24 Nov.
26 Nov.
1 Dec.
3 Dec.
8 Dec.

Introduction, Descartes, Med. 2 (10-13)

Descartes, Med. 6 (13-20)

Descartes, Med. 6 (13-20)

Huxley (24-30) First paper assignment

Putnam (45-54)

Smart (60-68), http://www.nytimes.com/2006/02/05/weekinreview/
05carey.html? r=1&scp=10&sq=love+intthe+brain&st=nyt First short paper due
Lewis (88-93)

Block (94-98)

Davidson (116-25)

Davidson (116-25) Second short paper assignment

Horgan (150-62)

OTHER

OTHER

Horgan (150-62) Second short paper due

Nagel (219-26)

Jackson (273-9)

Lewis (281-94)

Lewis (281-94), Harman: The Intrinsic Quality of Experience

Harman: The Intrinsic Quality of Experience Longer paper assignment
Dretske (491-99)

Churchland (568-80)

Rizzolatti & Fabbri-Destro: The Mirror System and its Role in Social Cognition
Putnam (581-96) Longer paper due

Putnam (581-96)

Searle (669-75)

Clark & Chalmers (643-51)

* Final Exam *

1 retain the right to change the syllabus should the need arise. We may not read some of the articles listed
here. We may read some articles not listed here. However, there will be no substantial difference in
amount of materials that will be covered in the class. It is your responsibility to check any changes made
in class or on WebCT.
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Department of Philosophy and Carleton University Policies

Assignments: be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student
Unless specifically told otherwisg their instructors, students: and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make anaeodations
A must not use a plastic or cardboard cover or paper clips in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student.

A must staple the paper Students or instructors who have questions or want to confirm
A must include the following in the lower right corner of the cover accommodation eligibility of a religious event or practice may refer to
sheet: the Equity Services websitevww.carleton.ca/equity/holy daysfor a

student name tAad 2F K2teé RlI&da FyR /I NISiz2yQa !
student number - )
course number and section For Pregnancy Pregnant students requiring academic
AyaiNdzOd2NDa yIYS$S accommodations are encouraged to contact an Equity AdvisBgirity
e The Philosophy Department does not accept assignments by FAX. Services to complete ketter of accommodation The student must
You may send them by courier, if necessary. then make an appointment to discuss her needs with the instructor at

least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is

. No assignments will be accepted after the last day for handing in >t : 5 ’
anticipated the accommodation will be required.

term work.
e Assignments handed in through the essay box (just inside the
glass docs, Paterson Hall, Floor 3A) must be dropped into the box Important Dates:

by 4:15 on a regular business day in order to be ds@ped Sept. 10 Classes start (after Orientation events).
gAGK GKFIG RlIeQa RFEGSO ' aaAr3dyyYSsenta23 K| yLasBduy foryregistrtiprs ahtl colfrse pchagghd ire Fall |
non-business day will be stamped as having been handed in on term and twoterm courses.
the next busness day. Sept. 30 Last day for entire fee adjustment when withdrawing
. Students are required to keep copies of their assignments. If you from fall term or twoeterm courses.
paper is lost at any point, you will be considered not to have Oct. 9 University Day, no classes.
submitted it if you cannot produce a copy immediately on Oct. 12 Thanksgiving Dayuniversity closed.
request. Nov. 16 Last day to withdraw from Fall term courses (academic
purposes only).
Deferrals for Term Work: Nov. 23 Last day for tests or examinations in courses below
If you miss a final emination and/or fail to submit a final assignment 4000 level before the Final Exaration period.
by the due date because of circumstances beyond your control, you ~ Dec. 8 Last day of classes, Fall term. Last day for handing in
may apply for a deferral of examination/assignment. For deferred term _aSSignments, subject to any earlier course
examinations, you must apply within 5 working days after the deadline.
scheduled dee of your exam. To apply for deferral of a final Dec. 922 Final examinations for Fall courses, fgdms for
assignment, you must apply within 5 working days of the last scheduled Fall/Winter courses.
RIFe 2F OflaasSao +A&AAG GKS wSIAAGNINDRA hFFAOS FT2NJ Y2NB AyTF2N¥I(AZYy O
Jan. 4 Winter term classes begin
Plag iarism: Jan. 15 Last day for registration and course changes in Winter

It is the responsibility of each student to understitihe meaning of J terr;: classfef. tir iustment when withdrawin
WL F3AFNRAYQ Fa RSFAYSR Ay akS |yrRSNHN: R faay fgrentins (6P adjustment wh Pf"%‘véﬁvl- NE =

and to avoid both committing plagiarism and aiding or abetting M WINEET courses or winter: portion- o

plagiarism by other students. (Undergrade&alendar Academic Feb. 1519 \C/\(;ilrj:tz(resl?;reak classes suspended
Reg.ulatlons, section 14.3, paged6 . . Mar. 12 Last day to withdraw from Fall/Winter and Winter
http://www.carleton.ca/cu0809uc/regulations/acadregsunivl4.htmi#1 term courses (academic purposes only)
43 Mar. 24 Last day for tests or examinations in courses below
. . 4000 level before the Final Examination period.
Academic Accommodation: Apr. 5 Last day of Fall/Winter and Winter term classes.
For Students with Disabilities Students with disabilities Apr. 7 Winter term ends; last day for handing in term
requiring academic @ommodations in this course must register with assignments, subject to any earlier course deadline.
the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) for a Apr. 824 Final Examinations.
formal evaluation of disabilityelated needs. Documented disabilities
include but are not limited to mobility/physical impairments, specific Addresses:
Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/psychological disabilities, sensory Department of Philosophy: 3A46 Paterson Hall
disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), and www.carleton.céphilosophy
chronic medical conditions. Registered PMC students are required to 520-2110
contact the PMC every term to have a LettéA@commodation sent to wS3IAEGNI NRE h T TADSOrY
the Instructor by their Coordinator. In addition, students are expected www.carleton.ca/registrar
to confirm their need for accommodation with the Instructor no later 520-3500
than two weeks before the first assignment is due or the firstlass Student Aademic Success Centre: 302 Tory
test/midterm. If ya require accommodations only for formally www.carleton.ca/sasc
scheduled exam(s) in this course, you must request accommodations by 520-7850
the last official day to withdraw from classes in each term Paul Menton Centre: 500 University Centre
.. . . www.carleton.ca/pmc
For Religious Observance Students requesting academic 5206608
accommodation on the basigf religious observance should make a Writing Tutorial Service: 4" Floor, Library
formal, written request to their instructors for alternate dates and/or www.carleton.ca/wts
means of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be 520-6632
made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after  \acodrum Library www. library.carleton/ca
the neal for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two 520-2735

weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to

Page 3 0f 3


http://www.carleton.ca/cu0809uc/regulations/acadregsuniv14.html%2314.3
http://www.carleton.ca/cu0809uc/regulations/acadregsuniv14.html%2314.3
http://www.carleton.ca/equity/holy_days/
http://www.carleton.ca/philosophy
http://www.carleton.ca/registrar
http://www.carleton.ca/sasc
http://www.carleton.ca/pmc
http://www.carleton.ca/wts
http://www.library.carleton/ca

