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“Lenin in Heidiland”

Legend of the first image: V. L. Lenin. Portrait, Zurich, Switzerland., 1916
Of the second image: Cover of the 1922 edition of Johanna Spyri’s Heids, 1880.

In July 1916 V.I. Lenin and his wife left on their annual holiday in the Swiss Alps. For eight weeks they
stayed in the remote Kurhaus Tschudiwiese high in the St. Gallen Obertland in a region now known as
Heidiland. Lenin’s interest was in hiking, certainly not in Heidi nor in plotting the revolution that was to
topple Nicholas II less than six months after his return to civilization. As a result, this interlude has been
ignored by virtually all Russian writers and most Western biographers. This illustrated talk, based in part on a
personal visit to Heidiland this past summer, seeks to fill that lacuna by discussing Lenin’s little-known
holiday pursuits and the limited work he pursued in his mountainous retreat.

Speaker: Carter Elwood, Distinguished Research Professor
Date/Time: Friday, October 10, 2014, 12:30 pm
Place: History Lounge, 433 Paterson Hall

Co-sponsored with the Institute of European, Russian and Eurasian Studies (EURUS)

For more information, please contact the Department of History
at 613-520-2828 ot email to history@catleton.ca
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