
 

Carleton University         Winter 2014 

Institute of African Studies 

Institute of African Studies 

AFRI 1002  

Introduction to African Studies II 

Class Location: Azrieli Theatre 102 

 

Lectures: Mondays, 11:35am – 13:25pm 

 

Instructor: Daniel T. Osabu-Kle 

Office: C 677 Loeb 

Office Hours:  Mondays 14:30 – 18:30hrs 

Phone: 613-520-2600 x 2568 

Email: dosabu@connect.carleton.ca 

 

 AFRI 1002 class is one of the introductory courses in African studies. The course aims at 

providing participants with a sound background in the historical, political, economic and social aspects 

of Africa necessary for pursuing further studies of Africa.  For convenience, the course is divided into 

five main parts. The various parts are divided further into sessions. The sessions may or may not 

coincide with weeks.  This is intended to allow flexibility in class so that some uncompleted discussion 

in a particular week is completed in the following week before the next topic begins.  

 

Part 1 introduces participants to an appreciation of the relative physical size of Africa and how Africa 

relates to human origins. Part 2 is concerned with how Africa developed in Ancient and Medieval Africa 

before European contact to explain that Africa was not a “dark continent” a dynamic continent with its 

own history of development and spectacular achievements as well as the cradle of the human race and 

cradle of civilization.  Part 3 introduces participants to the eras of captive slavery and colonial 

enslavement which interrupted and reversed Africa’s development. Part 4 is concerned with the 

struggles for independence and the challenges of independence including a study of democracy in Africa 

and the impact of the particular liberal democratic experiments imposed on Africa from outside. Finally, 

Part 5 is about contemporary Africa including recent events and current issues.   

 

Participants may be divided into a number of discussion groups. In every session, the instructor lectures 

for two hours during which students may ask questions.  Each lecture in a session is followed by an hour 

of discussion of selected topics in the specified discussion groups. Class attendance as well as discussion 

group attendance is mandatory except when absence is justified by a reliable medical report. For this 

reason, attendance may be taken at random in class and at the discussion groups.  Students must prepare 

for the class and group discussions by reading the assigned texts for each session. Reading fast, but 

effectively is the motor of academic success. Before venturing to read the assigned reading as whole, 

students are advised to read the introduction, the conclusion, and the major sections of an assigned 

reading to unearth the main theme, the relative importance and relevance of each section to the main 

theme. By reading the more important sections and glancing through the relatively less important ones 

for additional information, the student can save much reading time. Students are advised to make 

effective use of the specified office hours of the instructor noting that the relationship between the 

instructor and participants is academic only. 

mailto:dosabu@connect.carleton.ca
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Grading is based on attendance and participation in the discussion groups (15%), attendance and 

participation in class (15%), a midterm essay (30%) and scheduled examination (40%). A further bonus 

mark of 10% may be awarded for participation in student improvement programs of Carleton. The 

midterm essay should not be more than 10 pages on font 12 New Times Roman. It may be a case study 

of a particular country on the topics covered before the midterm or on one of the themes covered before 

the midterm. The final examination shall be based on topics covered after the midterm. In all phases of 

grading, marks will be awarded for clarity of expression, critical thinking and creativity. Acts of 

indiscipline may attract loss of marks. Participants should note that absence leads to loss of both 

attendance and participation marks since one cannot participate in absentia. 

 

Required Text 

Eric Gilbert and Jonathan Reynolds Africa in World History, 

 Upper Saddle River: Pearson, 2012 Note: Older 2008 version in Library 

 ISBN 10: 0-205-05399-8; ISBN 13: 978-0-205-05399-5 

V.B. Khapoya The African Experience, Toronto: Longman, 2010.  

 ISBN-13: 978-0-13- 091843-7; ISBN-10:0-13-091843-1    DT20 .K47 2010 

Firoze Maji and Sokari Ekine eds.  African Awakening: The Emerging Revolutions, Cape Town: 

Pambazuka Press, 2012. ISBN 9780857490216     DT30.5 .A35583 2011 

Other text may be supplied from the instructor’s personal library. 

Course Grading 

Component of grade       Percentage   

 

Discussion Group attendance and participation   15 

Class attendance and participation     15    

Midterm Essay Exam       30 due February 28, 2014 

Final scheduled exam       40 

Bonus Mark         10  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://catalogue.library.carleton.ca/search~S9?/cDT20+.K47+2010/cdt+++20+k47+2010/-3,-1,,E/browse
http://catalogue.library.carleton.ca/search~S9?/cDT30.5+.A35583+2011/cdt+++30.5+a35583+2011/-3,-1,,E/browse
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 PART 1 

 

INTRODUCING AFRICA 

 

Session 1 (Friday, January 10) – Introduction  

This session will provide an introduction to the course including the comparative size of Africa and its 

regions. 

 

F. J. Ramsay Global Studies Africa Sixth Edition, Guilford: Duskin/Brown & Benchmark, 1995,  

various maps.  Copy to be placed on Reserve in MacOdrum Library. 

Eric Gilbert and Jonathan Reynolds, “Physical Context of African History” Africa in World 

 History, Upper Saddle River: Pearson and Prentice Hall, 2012, Chapter 1. 

 

Discussion Groups   

 

Will discuss the various countries of the various regions of Africa including some changes in country 

names since 1995 as contained in the above specified readings. 

  

Session 2 Friday, January 17) – Africa and Human Origins 

Eric Gilbert and Jonathan Reynolds, “Africa and Human Origins” Africa in World History, 

 Upper Saddle River: Pearson, 2012, Chapter 2. 

 

Discussion Groups 

 

Will discuss Africa and its relation to human origins 

 

 

PART 2 

 

 AFRICA WAS DYNAMIC AND BRIGHT, NOT DARK 

 

Session 3 (Friday, January 24) Development in Ancient and Medieval Africa  

 

This session is a study of achievements in Ancient and Medieval Africa including Egypt, Ghana, Mali, 

and Songhay and other empires before European the European slave trade in Africans. 

 

V.B. Khapoya, “Political Development in Historic Africa” The African Experience, Toronto: Longman, 

2010, Chapter 3. Floor 2 Reserve DT20 .K47 2010 

Eric Gilbert and Jonathan Reynolds, “North and Northeast Africa in Early World History” , “North and 

West Africa and the Spread of Islam” , “East Africa and the Advent of  Islam” Africa  in World 

History, Upper Saddle River: Pearson and Prentice Hall, 2012, Chapters 5-8. DT20.G55 2008 or 

DT20.R49 2012 

 

Further Reading (Optional) 

 

http://catalogue.library.carleton.ca/search~S1?/cDT20+.K47+2010/cdt+++20+k47+2010/-3,-1,,E/browse
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Margaret Shinnie, Ancient African Kingdoms, London: Edward Arnold, 1965, Chapters 3-5. 

Floor2, DT25.S5, Reserve 

 

Discussion groups  
 

Will discuss mainly the V.B. Khapoya and Eric Gilbert and Jonathan Reynolds readings above, but 

might include the Margaret Shinnie readings if time permits. 

 

 

  

 

PART 3 

 

HOW AFRICA WAS MADE DARK 

 

Session 4 (Friday, January 31) – The Slave Trade and its Impact 

Session 4 is concerned with the slave trade in Africans and its impact on Africa, Europe and the 

Americas. 

Eric Gilbert and Jonathan Reynolds, “Slavery and the Creation of the Atlantic World” Africa in World 

History, New York: Pearson, 2012, Chapter 9. 

 

Further Readings (Optional). 

 

W. Rodney, How Europe Underdeveloped Africa, 1972, Ch. 4 first two sections, pp. 95-113.  

Floor 5, HC502.R633  1988; Floor 4, HC800.R64 1981; Floor2, HC502.R633 1971, Reserve. 

Basil Davidson.  “Africa and the Invention of Racism” and the “Curse of Columbus” The Search for 

Africa, New York: Times Books, 1994 pp 1-14, pp 42-64 and pp 335-342.  

Floor 5, DT30.5D384 

 

Discussion groups 

Discussion groups will discuss mainly the Eric Gilbert and Jonathan Reynolds reading.  Discussions 

may be enriched by the Rodney and Basil Davidson articles if time permits.  

 

  

Session 5 (Friday, February 7) – Colonialism  

This session is bout colonialism or colonial enslavement in Africa and debates about its impact in 

Europe, Africa and the Americas. 

Eric Gilbert and Jonathan Reynolds, “Colonialism and African Resistance”, “Economic Change in 

Modern Africa: Forced Integration into the World System” Africa in World History, Upper Saddle 

River: Pearson and Prentice Hall, 2012, Chapters 14-15. 
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V.B. Khapoya “Colonialism and the African Experience”, The African Experience, Toronto: Longman, 

2010, Chapter 4. Floor 2 Reserve DT20 .K47 2010 

Further Reading (Optional) 

W. Rodney, How Europe Underdeveloped Africa, 1972, op. cit, Ch. 6 first two sections, pp. 205-238.  

Floor 5, HC502.R633   1988; Floor 4, HC800.R64 1981; Floor2, HC502.R633  1971, Reserve 

Adu Boahen, African Perspectives on Colonialism, 1989, Ch. 3, pp. 58-93.  

Floor 2, JV246.B63, Reserve 

 

Discussion groups 

Discussion groups will mainly discuss the V.B. Khapoya and Eric Gilbert and Jonathan Reynolds 

readings, but might include the optional readings if time permits. 

PART 4 

AFRICA’S STRUGGLES TO BE FREE AND THE CHALLENGES OF DEMOCRACY 

Session 6 (Friday, February 14) – The Struggle for Independence and Challenges of    

 Independence 

Note: Take-home Midterm Essay Examination will be given 

 

Eric Gilbert and Jonathan Reynolds, “Political Change in the time of Colonialism”, “Politics in the Era 

of Decolonization and Independence” Africa in World History, Upper Saddle River: Pearson and 

Prentice Hall, 2008, Chapter 17.  Floor 2 Reserve DT20 .G55 2008  
V.B Khapoya, op.cit “African Nationalism and the Struggle for Freedom”, The African Experience, 

Toronto: Longman, 2010, Chapters 5. Floor 2 Reserve DT20 .K47 2010 

Discussion groups 

Discussion groups will mainly discuss the assigned readings above. 

Session 7 (Friday, February 28) Democracy, Liberal Democracy and Africa: The Debates 

Note: Midterm Examination due to be submitted 

We begin a consideration of African politics by looking at some key debates concerning democracy in 

Africa.  What are the historical roots for democracy in Africa?  Does democracy have a different 

meaning in the African context?  Can one-party states be democratic?  Which comes first: democracy or 

development?   

 

Osabu-Kle, D.T Compatible Cultural Democracy: The Key to Development in Africa, 2000,  

Ch. 1 Floor 5, DT353.082  

V.B Khapoya, op.cit “The African Struggle for Democracy and Free Markets”, The African Experience, 

Toronto: Longman, 2010, Chapter7.   Floor 2 Reserve DT20 .K47 2010 

http://catalogue.library.carleton.ca/search~S1?/cDT20+.K47+2010/cdt+++20+k47+2010/-3,-1,,E/browse
http://catalogue.library.carleton.ca/search~S1?/cDT20+.G55+2008/cdt+++20+g55+2008/-3,-1,,E/browse
http://catalogue.library.carleton.ca/search~S1?/cDT20+.K47+2010/cdt+++20+k47+2010/-3,-1,,E/browse
http://catalogue.library.carleton.ca/search~S1?/cDT20+.K47+2010/cdt+++20+k47+2010/-3,-1,,E/browse
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Further Reading (Optional) 

Tukumbi Lumumba-Kasongo “The Problematics of Liberal Democracy and Democratic Process: 

Lessons from Deconstructing and Building African Democracies” in Tukumbi Lumumba-Kasongo ed. 

Liberal Democracy and its Critics in Africa, London: Zed Books, 2005 Chapter 1. Floor 4, 

JQ1879.A5L5, 2005 

Discussion Groups 

Discussion groups will mainly discuss the Osabu-Kle and Khapoya articles. May include the optional 

reading if time permits. 

Session 8 (Friday, March 7) -   Electoral Democracy and Case Studies in Electoral Democracy. 

Ghana  

Emmanuel Debrah “The Electoral Process and the 2000 General Elections in Ghana” in Tukumbi 

Lumumba-Kasongo ed.,op.cit, Liberal Democracy and its Critics in Africa, London: Zed Books, 2005 

Chapter 6.  Floor 4, JQ1879.A5L5, 2005 

Nigeria 

W. Alade Fawole “Voting Without Choosing: Interrogating the Crises of ‘Electoral Democracy’  in 

Nigeria” in Tukumbi Lumumba-Kasongo ed.,op.cit., Liberal Democracy and its Critics in Africa, 

London: Zed Books, 2005 Chapter 7. Floor 4, JQ1879.A5L5, 2005 

 Kenya 

Beatrice N. Onsarigo “Factors Influencing women’s participation in democratization and  electoral 

process in Kenya: A Case Study of Gusii Women 1992-997” in Tukumbi Lumumba-Kasongo ed., 

op.cit., Liberal Democracy and its Critics in Africa, London: Zed Books, 2005 Chapter 4. Floor4, 

JQ1879.A5L5, 2005 

Discussion Groups 

Discussion groups will discuss issues of liberal democracy in Ghana, Nigeria and Kenya from the above 

readings 

Session 9 (Friday, March 14) - Bringing Democracy and Development Together 

Osabu-Kle, D.T “Western Democracy: Is it Applicable in Africa” The Bulletin, African  

 Union Commission, Vol. 1, No.3 April 2008, pp. 2-14. 

Claude Ake “The Development Paradigm and its Politics” and “A Confusion of Agendas”, 

 Democracy and Development in Africa, Washington D.C: The Brooking Institution, 1996, 

Chapters 1-2 Floor 2, HC800.A648, Reserve. 

Konadu-Agyemang, Kwadwo and Baffour Kwaku Takyi, “Structural Adjustment Programs and the 

Political Economy of Development and Underdevelopment in Africa,” in Kwadwo Konadu-Agyemang 

(ed.), IMF and World Bank Sponsored Structural Adjustment Programs in Africa, 2001, Ch. 2, pp. 17-

40.  Floor 2, HC1060.145, 2001 
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Discussion Groups 

Will discuss the assigned readings. 

PART 5 

CONTEMPORARY AFRICA, RECENT EVENTS AND RELATED ISSUES 

Session 10 (Friday, March 21) – Contemporary Africa 

 

Eric Gilbert and Jonathan Reynolds “Contemporary Africa” Africa in World History, New York: 

Pearson, 2012, Chapter 9. 

 

V.B Khapoya, op.cit “Africa in World Affairs”, The African Experience, Toronto: Longman, 2010, 

Chapters 5. Floor 2 Reserve DT20 .K47 2010 

Discussion Groups 

Will discuss the assigned readings 

Session 11 (Friday, March 28) – Current Issues 1 

Firoze Maji “ African Awakenings: The Courage to Invent the Future” in Firoze Maji and Sokari Ekine 

eds.  African Awakening: The Emerging Revolutions, Cape Town:  Pambazuka Press, 2012, Chapter 1 

Horace Campbell “Revolutions Without Self-Proclaimed Revolutionares” in Firoze Maji and Sokari 

Ekine eds.  African Awakening: The Emerging Revolutions, Cape Town:  Pambazuka Press, 2012, 

Chapter 8 

Discussion Groups 

Will discuss the assigned readings 

Session 12 (Friday April 4) Current Issues 2 

Note: Final Exam will be discussed briefly. 

Mahmood Mamdani “Libya: Behind the Politics of Humanitarian Intervention” in Firoze Maji and 

Sokari Ekine eds.  African Awakening: The Emerging Revolutions, Cape Town:  Pambazuka Press, 

2012, Chapter 19 

Yash Tandon “Imperial Neurosis and the Dangers of Humanitarian Interventionism” in Firoze Maji and 

Sokari Ekine eds.  African Awakening: The Emerging Revolutions, Cape Town: Pambazuka Press, 2012, 

Chapter 28. 

Samir Amin “An Arab Springtime?” in Firoze Maji and Sokari Ekine eds.  African Awakening: The 

Emerging Revolutions, Cape Town: Pambazuka Press, 2012,  Chapter 31 

Discussion Groups 

Will discuss the assigned readings and the final exam. 

http://catalogue.library.carleton.ca/search~S1?/cDT20+.K47+2010/cdt+++20+k47+2010/-3,-1,,E/browse
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REGULATIONS COMMON TO ALL AFRICAN STUDIES COURSES 
 

 

COPIES OF WRITTEN WORK SUBMITTED 

 

Always retain for yourself a copy of all essays, term papers, 

written assignments or take-home tests submitted in your 

courses.  

 

PLAGIARISM 

 

The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, 

whether intentionally or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or 

work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   

 

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s 

published or unpublished material, regardless of the source, 

and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation 

or reference to the original source; 

 submitting a take home examination, essay, laboratory 

report or other assignment written, in whole or in part, by 

someone else; 

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased 

material, concepts, or ideas without appropriate 

acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another’s data or research findings; 

 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper 

citations when using another’s works and/or failing to use 

quotation marks; 

 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for 

academic credit more than once without prior written 

permission of the course instructor in which the submission 

occurs."  

 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly 

with the course’s instructor.  The Associate Dean of the Faculty 

conducts a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 

the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has 

been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They can include a 

final grade of "F" for the course.   

 

STATEMENT ON CLASS CONDUCT 

 

The Carleton University Human Rights Policies and Procedures 

affirm that all members of the University community share a 

responsibility to: 

 

 promote equity and fairness, 

 respect and value diversity, 

 prevent discrimination and harassment, and 

 preserve the freedom of its members to carry out 

responsibly their scholarly work without threat of 

interference. 
 

Carleton University Equity Services states that “every 

member of the University community has a right to study, 

work and live in a safe environment free of discrimination or 

harassment”. [In May of 2001 Carleton University’s Senate and 

Board of Governors approved the Carleton University Human Rights 

Policies and Procedures. The establishment of these policies and 

procedures was the culmination of the efforts of the Presidential 
Advisory Committee on Human Rights and a Human Rights 

Implementation Committee.]  

 

GRADING SYSTEM 

 

Letter grades assigned in this course will have the following 

percentage equivalents: 

 

A+ = 90-100 (12) B   = 73-76 (8) C - = 60-62 (4)  

A   = 85-89 (11) B - = 70-72 (7) D+ = 57-59 (3)  

A - = 80-84 (10) C+ = 67-69 (6) D   = 53-56 (2)  

B+ = 77-79 (9) C   = 63-66 (5) D - = 50-52 (1) 

F              Failure.  No academic credit 

WDN Withdrawn from the course  

ABS  Absent from the final examination 

DEF  Official deferral (see "Petitions to Defer") 

FND  Failure with no deferred exam allowed -- assigned 

only when the student has failed the course on the 

basis of inadequate term work as specified in the 

course outline. 

 

Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor 

subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean.  

 

WITHDRAWAL WITHOUT ACADEMIC PENALTY 

 

The last date to withdraw from Fall term courses is December 9. 

The last date to withdraw from Fall/Winter and Winter term 

courses is April 8, 2014. 

 
REQUESTS FOR ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION  

 

You may need special arrangements to meet your academic 

obligations during the term because of disability, pregnancy or 

religious obligations. Please review the course outline promptly 

and write to the instructor with any requests for academic 

accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 

possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. 

 

Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations 

in this course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for 

Students with Disabilities (PMC) for a formal evaluation of 

disability-related needs. Documented disabilities could include 

but are not limited to mobility/physical impairments, specific 

Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/psychological 

disabilities, sensory disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 

Disorder (ADHD), and chronic medical conditions. Registered 

PMC students are required to contact the PMC, 613-520-6608, 

every term to ensure that your Instructor receives your Letter of 

Accommodation, no later than two weeks before the first 

assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm requiring 

accommodations. If you only require accommodations for your 
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formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your 

request for accommodations to PMC by November 8, 2013 for 

the fall term and March 7, 2014 for the winter term. 

 

You can visit the Equity Services website to view the policies 

and to obtain more detailed information on academic 

accommodation at  

http://carleton.ca/equity/accommodation 

 

 

 

PETITIONS TO DEFER  

 

Students unable to complete a final term paper or write a final 

examination because of illness or other circumstances beyond 

their control or whose performance on an examination has been 

impaired by such circumstances may apply within five working 

days to the Registrar's Office for permission to extend a term  

paper deadline or to write a deferred examination.  The request 

must be fully and specifically supported by a medical certificate 

or other relevant documentation. Only deferral petitions 

submitted to the Registrar's Office will be considered. 

 

 

ADDRESSES  

 

(613-520-2600, phone ext.)    

Inst. of African Studies (2220)  439 PA 

Registrar’s Office (3500)   300 Tory 

Student Academic Success Centre (7850) 302 Tory  

Paul Menton Centre (6608)   500 Unicentre 

Learning Support Services – Study Skills, 

Writing Tutorial Service (1125)  4th fl Library

 

 

Application for Graduation Deadlines 

 

Spring Graduation (June):  March 1 

Fall Graduation (November):    September 1 

Winter Graduation (February):  December 1 


